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tions. " Whatever has been said in praise of mathematics, of the strength, perspicuity and rigor of its presentation, all is especially true of this work of the great Alexandrian. Definitions, axioms, and conclusions are joined together link by link as into a chain, firm and Inflexible, of binding force but also cold and hard, repellent to a productive mind and affording no room for independent activity. A ripened understanding is needed to appreciate the classic beauties of this greatest monument of Greek ingenuity. It is not the arena for the youth eager for enterprise; to captivate him a field of action is better suited where he may hope to discover something new, unexpected."*
The first book of the Elements deals with the theory of triangles and quadrilaterals, the second book with the application of the Pythagorean theorem to a large number of constructions, really of arithmetic nature. The third book introduces circles, the fourth book inscribed and circumscribed polygons. Proportions explained by the aid of line-segments occupy the fifth book, and in the sixth book find their application to the proof of theorems involving the similarity of figures. The seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth books have especially to do with the theory of numbers. These books contain respectively the measurement and division of numbers, the algorism for determining the least common multiple and the greatest common divisor, prime numbers, geometric series,
*A. Brill, Antrittsrede in Tubingen, 1884.